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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US:

Klamath Tribes Judiciarg
Child SuPPor‘c Enforcement Office

P.O. Box 1260 4 116 E. Chocktoot Street
Chiloquin, OR. 97624
(541) 783-3020 ¢ FAX (541) 783-3334
E-Mail: KTCSE@klamathtribalcourts.com
Website: www.klamathtribalcourts.com
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_$ The Child Support Enforcement Office is the tribal
agency which administers tribal, state and federal child
support laws. The following services are offered to help
tribal families:

4 Locating Noncustodial and Custodial Parents
4 Establishing Paternity

4 Establishing, Modifying & Terminating Child
Support Orders

4 Collecting and Processing Child Support Payments

4 Working With Other Tribes, States and Countries to
Collect Child Support

“Every child needs the love, care, medical and financial support of both parents.”



HOW WILL THE TRIBE’S CSE
OFFICE COLLECT ON MY
SUPPORT ORDER?

4 INCOME WITHHOLDING

Our Office will issue an immediate income
withholding order when the noncustodial
parent’s child support arrears equals to
support payable for one month.

4 GARNISHMENT OF PER CAPITA
If the noncustodial parent is an enrolled
tribal member and has arrearages owing,
our Office will obtain a Garnishment Order
which will be no more than 50% of the per
capita payment.

4 ACCESSING ANY FEDERAL OR STATE
TAX REFUND
When there is past due support owing,
and the noncustodial parent is working,
our Office will request through the State
CSE Office to intercept any State or Federal
tax refunds.

4 ACCESSING UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION
Once our Office discovers the noncustodial
parent is receiving Unemployment
Compensation we will contact the State of
Oregon and have the benefit attached for
past due child support.



CONTINUED - HOW WILL THE
—=a_ | RIBE’S CSE OFFICE COLLECT
E—.
ON MY SUPPORT ORDER?

¢ GARNISHMENT OF OTHER FINANCIAL ASSETS

If the noncustodial parent has checking
accounts, savings accounts or investment
accounts, our Office can attach these assets.
Retirement benefits can also be attached.

4 LIENS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY

Our Office can place a lien on any personal
property the noncustodial parent owns.

THE TRIBE’S CSE OFFICE’S
OTHER MEANS OF
ENFORCEMENT

4 SHOW CAUSE HEARING

Our Office may schedule a hearing to request
the noncustodial parent to appear and to show
cause why they did not comply with the
support order. The Tribal Courts may use a
contempt action with fines to enforce the
support order.

¢ DENIAL OF A PASSPORT

Our Office may initiate a request through the
State CSE Office to the Secretary of State
who may revoke, restrict, or limit a passport
previously issued to an individual. A first
time applicant may be denied due to owing
past child support.



QUESTIONS REGARDING
COLLECTION ON MY CHILD
SUPPORT ORDER

¢ What happens if the noncustodial parent
and the employer do not report earnings?

If our Office has knowledge and can obtain
proof the noncustodial parent is earning and
the employer is not reporting it, our Office
can pursue action on the employer for the
support amount.

4 How can you find out the noncustodial
parent’s income if he owns his own
business?

Our Office can access information from the
IRS database and can look at previous year
tax information.

4 The father of my child is in jail. Can I still
get support?

Our Office can still accumulate child support
pursuant to the Klamath Tribal Code.
However, if the noncustodial parent will be
incarcerated for a great deal of time, we may
find it is not in the best interest of the case
to pursue child support.

4 The noncustodial parent is filing for
bankruptcy. Will they still be obligated to
pay child support?

Child Support payments cannot be
discharged in a bankruptcy proceeding.



CONTINUED -QUESTIONS
REGARDING COLLECTION ON
MY CHILD SUPPORT ORDER

¢ My daughter’s father says that since he
gives her gifts and money he doesn’t have
to pay child support. Is this true?

An order for support specifies how support
is to be paid and gifts or payments made
outside the order are generally not
considered a credit against the ordered child
support amount. If the noncustodial parent
is not paying as ordered, check with our
Office about enforcing the order.

4 My children are over eighteen (18) and do
not get child support anymore. There is
still a $10,000 arrearage owed to me for
support that was never paid. Will the
Child Support Enforcement Office collect
that money for me?

Our Office has statutes and limitations on
orders that were taken under the Tribes
Child Support Ordinance. However, if the
order is from another jurisdiction, our Office
will use whatever statue has a lengthy dead
line for purposes of that order.

4 | am getting a divorce and my spouse
wants me to pay child support directly to
her. Can l insist on paying through the
Child Support Enforcement Office?

YES. As a noncustodial parent you can apply
for services through our Office and we will
enforce the order and track the payments
being made.



CONTINUED - QUESTIONS
REGARDING COLLECTION ON MY
CHILD SUPPORT ORDER

4 Is there a limit to the amount of money
that can be taken from my paycheck for
child support?

The Federal Consumer Credit Protection Act
states the limit is 50% of the disposable
income if an obligated parent has a second
family and 60% limits the amount that can
be withheld from an employee’s wages if
there is no second family. These limits are
each increased by 5% (55% and 65%) if
payments are in arrears for a period equal
to twelve (12) weeks or more.

¢ What happens if | owe past support and |
am planning on traveling to another
country?

Legally, if you owe past support the
government can deny you a passport until
your payments are caught up. If you are
abroad and try to re-enter into the country,
the government can revoke your passport
upon re-entry, and deny your entry into the
country.

¢ How does the noncustodial parent find out
that their state tax refund will be taken
for non payment of child support?

The federal or state agency withholding the tax
refund must notify the noncustodial parent
they are withholding their taxes.



——= PROCESSING CHILD SUPPORT
PAYMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN
COLLECTED

¢ What happens to the child support when |
am on tribal TANF?
If you are on tribal cash assistance, you have
already assigned your rights to child support
over to the tribal social services program.

If after you get off TANF and an excess of
funds were paid to the social services
program, a refund will be given to you.

¢ What happens to the child support when |
am off tribal TANF?
Once you are off tribal TANF, the child
support payment will all go to you. If there
are arrears owing either to you or tribal
TANF, any overpayment or tax refund will
be applied to satisfy these debts.

¢ What happens to the money when the
noncustodial parent owes on an older
child support order for other children and
there are now two (2) employer income
withholding?
The employer will apportion the required
income to be withheld between the two (2)
withholding orders.



PROCESSING CHILD SUPPORT
PAYMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN

COLLECTED

4 When your Office collects child support
payments from the noncustodial parent,
how long does it take for me to
receive the money?

1

If the support order is from the
Klamath Tribes Judiciary, we receive
the funds, send funds to the
Administration’s Finance Department
who cuts the check and then we mail
the check out to you. It should take
approximately 9-10 working days

from the time we receive the money
until you receive the money in the mail.

If the support order is from the State
of Oregon or another jurisdiction and
Registered in our Courts for
enforcement, it will take approximately
15-20 working day from the time we
receive the money until you receive
the money in the mail. The additional
time is due to our Office needing to
mail the money to the State of Oregon
or other jurisdiction to distribute

the money.
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LOVE AND SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

There is clear and convincing evidence that
children benefit greatly if both parents are
actively involved in their lives. It is critical to
children as they grow and develop. Mothers
and fathers bring different, but equally
important, qualities to their children.

Children need safe places to live, nourishing food,
education, and a solid foundation of values.
Bringing a child into the world means making a
commitment to care for him or her throughout
childhood—ensuring the best possible
environment to grow in.
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